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INTERVIEWEE:  Mr.  Ray  Cryer 
INTERVIEWER:  William  Secrest 


INTERV I  EWER :  This  is  an  interview  with  Mr.  Ray  Cryer  for  the 
Oral  History  Project  of  Joliet  Junior  College  by  William 
Secrest  at  1025  Sterling  Street,  Joliet,  IL,  on  February  19, 
1976,  at  ten  o'clock. 

SECREST :  Now,  Mr.  Cryer,  where  were  you  born? 

CRYER :  I  was  born  in  Morris  on  June  16th,  1  899. 

SECREST :  1899J  Tell  me,  what  can  you  recall  about  Morris 

in  your  younger  years?  Was  it.  .  .  . 

CRYER :  Well,  we  didn't  live  in  Morris  too  long;  but,  of 

course,  it  had  the  canals  and  the  river  and  so  on  and  several 
coal  mines.. 

SECREST :  Yes.  And  I  understand  your  father  owned  one  of  the 

coal  mines. 

CRYER :  My  father  --  my  grandfather  gave  my  father  a  coal 

mine  when  he  married  mother. 

SECREST:  Yes.  What  was  the  name  of  that  coal  mine? 

CRYER :  John  Cryer's  Coal  Mine.  .  .  On  the  Lisbon  Road,  four 

miles  north  of  Morris. 

SECREST :  When  you  went  to  school  in  Morris,  what  were  the 
schools  like?  Did  they  have  just  a  one-room  school,  or.  .  . 


CRYER:  Well,  I  started  to  school  out  at  the  farm,  a  little 
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school,  I  forget  the  name  of  it  now,  and  lived  there  until  I 
was  ahout  eight  years  old,  and  we  moved  out  between  Minooka 
and  Morris  on  a  farm,  went  farming.  And  lived  there  two  or 
three  years  and  moved  up  to  a  farm  up  between  Oswego  and 
Plainfield  called  the  Baron  Farm. 

S ECREST ;  The  Baron  Farm? 

CRYER :  The  Baron  Farm. 

SECREST ;  Were  you  still  going  to  school  at  that  time? 

CRYER :  Yes.  Yes,  I  went  on  from  there.  I  went  there  when 
I  was  in  the  second  grade  and  went  through  eighth  grade 
there . 

SECREST ;  Went  through  the  eighth  grade  there.  Was  that  a 
one-room  country  school? 

CRYER;  A  one-room  country  school. 

SECREST ;  How  would  you  say  farm  life  was  back  in  those  days  -- 
was  it  rugged  or  .  .  ? 

CRYER :  Well,  it  was  all  farmed  by  horses. 

SECREST :  All  farmed  by  horses. 

CRYER :  You  had  to  have  eight  horses  to  farm  a  hundred  and 

sixty  acres,  that  is  with  the  one  driving  team,  you  know. 

You'd  have  to  have  eight  horses.  We  raised  colts  there  till 
they  grew  up,  and  (we)  sold  'em. 


SECREST;  Yes.  Can  you  remember  when  the  first  tractors  started 
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getting  in  the  area?  Tractors  --  can  you  remember  when  they 
started  being  fairly  common? 

CRYER :  Yes,  indeed.  They  started  out  in  1920,  along  in  the 

1920's.  ~ 

SECREST :  Yes.  Can  you  recall  now  some  of  the  names  of  the 

tractors  ? 

CRYER :  International. 

SECREST :  International. 

CRYER :  And  Hart-Parr. 

SECREST :  Hart-Parr. 

CRYER :  That's  made  in  Charles  City,  Iowa.  And  later  on  in 

1 i f e ,  I  sold  them . 

SECREST :  You  sold  them? 

CRYER;  In  Minooka,  IL. 

SECREST:  Minooka? 

CRYER:  Uh-huh.  That,  and  Dodge  cars. 

SECREST :  Dodge  cars.  Can  you  recall  what  street  in  Minooka 

you  used  to  sell  those  cars  and  tractors  on? 

CRYER :  Modamon. 

SECREST ;  Modamon . 


CRYER:  Main  Street  in  Minooka. 
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SECREST :  Main  Street  in  M  i  n  o  o  k  a  . 

CRY E R :  The  garage  is  still  there.  I  think  they  run  a  tile 
shop  out  there  now. 

SECREST :  -A  tile  shop.  Well,  that's  interesting.  About 
what  age  were  you  when  you  came  to  Joliet? 

C R Y E R :  Oh,  forty.  Forty  years  old  or  so. 

SECREST :  Forty  years  old?  What  made  you  come  to  Joliet  to 

start  with? 

CRYER ;  Well,  I  wanted  to  get  in  a  larger  city. 

SECREST :  A  larger  city.  So  you  moved  to  Joliet? 

CRYER ;  I  knew  the  Rodeghiero  brothers  cause  I  had  worked 
with,  them  at  Harvey,  IL,  at  the  Buta  Engine  Company  for  a 
while,  so  I  went,  up  here  and  went  to  work  for  them  out  on 
Plainfield  Road. 

SECREST ;  Yes.  What  were  they  doing? 

CRYER ;  They  were  selling  Reo  Flying  Cloud  cars. 

SECREST :  Real  --  Flying  --  Cloud.  .  . 

CRYER ;  And,  and  DeSoto  cars. 

SECREST :  DeSoto.  I  never  heard  of  the  Real  Flying  Cloud. 

CRYER:  Reo.  R-E-0. 

SECREST;  Who  built  that?  Or  did  DeSoto  build  it,  or  Chrysler, 
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or  did  Reo  itself? 

CRV1R:  Ransome  E.  Olds,  I  believe  it  was.  Reo. 

SE CREST ;  How  long  did  you  work  for  these  people? 

C_RYE_R:  Oh,  I  only  worked  for  them  for  about  a  year.  Went 

in  business  here  in  town  for  myself. 

SECREST  :  What  type  of  business  did  you  go  into? 

CR_YjER_:  Automobile  repairing,  trucks,  tractors  --  tractors 
out  on  the  farm. 

SECREST  :  Yes.  Where  was  your  place  of  business? 

C  R  Y  E  R :  It  was.  down  on  South  Chicago  Street  there.  Just 
under  the  south  of  ‘the  Rock  Island  Railroad. 

SECREST :  Under  the  viaduct? 

_CRY_E_R:  Under  the  tracks  --  Subway  Service  Station  and  Garage. 

SECREST :  Subway  Service  Station  and  Garage.  flow  what  time 

was  this?  What  year  was  this? 

CRYER :  Well,  my  sons  were  working.  Jack,  John  was  old 
enough  to  help  out  with  the  station.  Say  in  the  thirties. 

SECREST :  In  the  thirties. 

CRYER;  Twenties  and  thirties. 

SECREST ;  That  was  about  the  time  of  the  Great  Depression, 
right?  Or  just  shortly  after  it?  Or  during  the  end  of  it? 
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CRYER :  The  Depression  was  really  going  on  when  we  were  there. 

$  E  C  R  E  S  T  :  About  what  would  you  say  it  would  cost  back  then  to 
get  a  car  tuned  up? 

CRYER :  Well,  we  only  charged  a  dollar  an  hour,  and  you 

could  do  it  in  two  or  three  hours,  you  know.  So  maybe  most 
of  them,  unless  they  needed  a  valve  job  or  something  like 
that,  you  know,  see. 

SECREST :  How  was  downtown  Joliet?  Was  it  about  the  same  as 

it  is  now?  Or  is  it  changed  quite  a  bit  since  then? 

CRYER :  Quite  a  bit  the  same. 

SECREST :  Ahout  the  same?  A  lot  of  the  old  buildings  still 

there? 

CRYER:  Well,  there  was  Armour's  and  Swift's  Meat  Packing 

places  there.  Swift's  was  south,  and  Armour's  was  north. 

And  the  Armour's  Building  burnt  down  or  something,  the  one 
next  to  the  railroad  there. 

SECREST :  Yes.  That's  on  South  Chicago  Street. 

CRYER :  South  Chicago  Street. 

SECREST :  I  guess  the  central  business  district  is  where  it 

is  now? 

CRYER :  Yes.  It  looks  quite  the  same. 

SECREST;  Quite  the  same?  Where  did  you  settle  --  in  this 
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Ridgewood  area,  when  you  first  came  to  town,  or  ...  ? 

CRYER :  Well,  yes.  We  were  looking  around.  This  house 

was  for  sale  and  .  .  .  . 

SECREST :  And  you  bought  it,  huh?  /"Laughter/ 

CRYER :  And  I  said  to  my  wife  Mildred,  "Well,  we've  got 

quite  a  family,  and  I've  seen  a  house  up  there.  Now  you  go 
up  and  look  at  it."  And  we're  sitting  in  it  now.  //Laughter_/ 

SECREST:  Right. 

CRYER :  A  three-bedroom  house,  upstairs,  bath  down. 

SECREST :  During  this  time,  when  you  were  in  business,  was 
the  steel  mill  working  real  well,  or  ...  ? 

CRYER :  Yes,  they  were. 

SECREST :  They  were  working? 

CRYER:  Yes. 

SECREST:  Can  you  recall  when  the  Arsenal  first  came  in  this 

area? 

CRYER:  Oh,  yes.  Yes. 

SECREST :  I  guess  that  gave  the  local  economy  quite  a  boost, 

didn't  it? 

CRYER ;  Indeed!  Give  a  lot  of  men  work,  building  the  Arsenal. 


SECREST :  Building  the  Arsenal.  I  see  that  you're  quite  a 

sportsman.  You  like  to  hunt. 
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CRYER:  Yes. 

SECREST :  In  your  earlier  days  in  the  county  where  were  some 

of  the  better  hunting  places? 

CRYER ;  Well,  I  hunted  around  Minooka. 

SECREST:  Minooka. 

CRYER :  Morris.  .  .  .  Channahon.  .  .  Got  a  few  ducks  out  there 
right  around  Channahon,  the  rivers,  canal,  with  an  old 
Stevens  pump  gun  that  Mother'd  bought  it  new  for  me  when  I 
was  sixteen  years  old. 

SECREST :  My,  that's  a  pretty,  pretty  old  gun. 

CRYER:  And  I  still  have  it,  and  it's  working  good. 

SECREST :  Still  working  good.  You  must  of  took  real  good 
care  of  that. 

CRYER :  Yes.  I  have  several  others.  Two  beautiful  trap  guns. 

SECREST :  Trap  guns?  Those  are  expensive. 

CRYER :  Shoot  clay  pigeons  with  them.  Winchester,  Model-12, 

and  an  old,  ancient,  beautiful  Lee-Fever  single-barrelled 
s  hotgun . 


SECREST :  Lee-Fever i 
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CRYER :  Thirty-two  inch  barrel,  full  choke. 

SECREST ;  That  thing  ought  to  shoot  a  mile. 

CRYER:  Yes.  /L aught er_7  A  good.  .  . 

SECREST :  A  good  duck  gun,  huh? 

CRYER:  Yes. 

SECREST :  Was  there  a  --  many  wolves  around  when  you  were  a 

young  boy  growing  up? 

CRYER:  Wo. 

SECREST :  They  were  all  killed? 

CRYER ;  No  wolves  that  I  know  of,  but  there  was  quite  a  few 
f  oxes . 

SECREST :  Quite  a  few  foxes,  yes.  Well,  earlier  in  the 

history  of  the  county  they  had  a  bounty  on  wolf  scalps,  and 
I  just  wondered  if  they  were  still  very  prevalent. 

CRYER :  Not  in  --  not  in  my  time. 

SECREST :  Not  in  your  time,  huh?  After  you  went  out  of  the 

filling  station  business,  Mr.  Cryer,  what  did  you  do  then, 

you.  .  .  ? 

CRYER:  I  went  to  work  for  General  Motors  at  LaGrange,  IL,  -- 

a  diesel  locomotive  plant. 

SECREST ;  How  long  did  you  work  there? 
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CRY ER :  Twenty  years. 

SECREST :  Twenty  years. 

CRYER:  Retired  in  '65. 

SECREST :  Nineteen  sixty -five.  .  .  Well,  I  guess 

about  winds  it  up.  I  want  to  thank  you. 

CRYER :  Thank  you. 
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